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The Risk Elimination Pathway

Presented by Dominic Hendry, Head of Private Client

WHAT WE ARE 
GOING TO COVER

Introduction

Risk Mitigation Pathway

Administrator Search

Other services
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Fred Smith 
Deceased

Beneficiary

Executor

Beneficiary

• Fred Smith 

(Deceased) 

• 2004 Fred dies

• Two “known 

beneficiaries”, 

brother Roy and 

sister Christine

• Christine obtains 

confirmation
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• Fred Smith (Deceased) 

• 2023 Land worth 
£50,000 identified.

• Owner shown to be 
The Deceased. 

• Siblings both post-
Deceased, intestate 
but Edward Roy 
claimed to be the sole 
beneficiary to both 
estates.
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Victoria 

Beneficiary

Roy

b.1936 

m. Andrews 

Edward Roy 

Beneficiary 

Christine

b. 1944 

m. Wright 

Not Entitled

James Smith
d.1933

& Mabel McKenzie 
nee Jones

m.1921

Fred

b.1924

d.2004 

Deceased

Peter

Beneficiary

John

b. 1929  

m. Cowling

Paula

Beneficiary44

Rebecca

b. 1926

d.1987

m. Pallister

Gary

Beneficiary

Betsy

b.1927

d.1979 

m. McLair

Brian

Beneficiary

David

b. 1931

d.1993

m. Smith

Eli

Beneficiary

George

Beneficiary
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Risk 

Elimination 

Pathway: 

When, What 

and Why?

 For intestate estates, partial intestacies 

and class gifts in Will

 A new free check to make sure risk is 

minimised for your firm.  

 Majority of family trees checked by Estate 

Research contain errors or omissions

 Family trees are hardly ever 

comprehensive

 Post-distribution claims based not only on 

missing beneficiaries but on missing 

information or evidence. 

Simple, three-step process

Risk Elimination 
Pathway:

Step 1 Free Risk Assessment

Step 2 Family Tree Verification

Step 3 Indemnity policy



5

PURPOSEOPTION

Protects against unknowns and offers comfort cover
Missing Beneficiary Insurance –

Unknown Risk

Just one stem or missing Beneficiary 
Missing Beneficiary Insurance –

Known Risk

Protect Administrator/ Executor – available after Will Search onlyMissing Will Insurance

Covers claims under the 1975 Inheritance ActEarly Distribution Insurance

In lieu of S27 notices this policy covers creditorsNo Section 27 (S27) Insurance

Covers registrars for cases of lost share certificatesCountersignature Indemnity Insurance

Can cover missing beneficiary (known or unknown risk), missing 

Wills, no S27 cover, early distribution insurance, identity fraud, 

disputed ownership of household items, proprietary estoppel, 

claims from charities and unknown tax liabilities except for IHT.  

Requires solicitor liaising directly with the insurers. Only one 

insurer 

offers this policy

Comprehensive Executor or Administrator Policy

Cover available for empty properties. Unoccupied Property Insurance

Step 3: Indemnity

The 
Administrator 
Search

Intestate 

Estates -

No known 

Kin

• Deputyship client deceased? 

• Client not entitled? 

• Referral from neighbour

• Referral from friend

• Will failed

• Referring cases to the BV or 
Duchy Solicitor?

• Missing out on commercial 
opportunities

Solution • Our cost-neutral, risk-free 
Administrator Search Service
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TESTATE SERVICES

Testate & 
Trust 
Services

Tracing Missing 
Beneficiaries

Free Address 
Checks (GDPR)

Free low value 
legatee services 

including free 
co-executor & 

Witness Tracing

Vague clauses 
under the Will

Free Risk 
Assessment for 

Class Gifts

• Free 
certificates

• Translation 
services

Other Services

Include:

• Will Search

• Asset Search

• Resolve dormant client accounts 

• IHT Loans

• Translation Service

• Empty Property Insurance
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Overseas  
Assets

Medallion 
Guarantee Stamps

• Obtained & Tax 
Clearance 
completed

Overseas 
Bankruptcy 
Searches:

• £50 + VAT + Court 
Costs

Grants:

• Jersey, Guernsey, 
IoM, Ireland, 
Australia, HK 

Canada, 
Singapore

Shares: 

• Sale & Transfer

Property/Land:

• Transfer, Inheritance, 
Sale, Lettings

Bank Accounts



8

E. pc@estateresearch.co.uk

T. 01942 826500 

www.estateresearch.co.uk 

• Contact us:


